
William Claud Kernodle II
February 1, 1926 - November 10, 2021

Mr. William “Billy” Claud Kernodle, II, of Wynne, Arkansas, died on
Wednesday, November 10, 2021, in Olive Branch, Mississippi, he was 95. 

 Billy was born in Parkin, Arkansas, on February 1, 1926, to the late W. C.
Kernodle and Mickie Jones Kernodle. Billy was one when his parents decided
to move their family to Wynne, Arkansas, in 1927. They rented a building on
Union Avenue and began Kernodle Funeral Home. Billy grew up in Wynne
and was a member of the class of 1944 leaving for Southwestern College
before graduation. World War II brought the draft. Billy was drafted in July of
1944 and went to serve in the U. S. Navy during the war. He served as
mailman on the USS Price. After World War II Billy came back to Wynne
where he began to work for Kernodle Funeral Home. In 1947 Billy attended
the John A. Gupton School of Mortuary Science and graduated in December
of 1947. Not long after returning home Billy married the love of his life, Miss
Ora Mae “Phillis” Phillips from Henderson, Tennessee. They had three
children, Bill, Kay and Connie whom they cherished. He served as Cross
County Deputy Coroner, ran Kernodle Ambulance Service, and taught the
Brewster Bible Class at the First United Methodist Church. Billy and Jere
Kernodle both owned and operated Monuments by Kernodle from 1959 until
July of 2007 Billy enjoyed playing the piano, traveling, and trips to the Casino.
He was a member of the First United Methodist Church, Arkansas Funeral
Directors Association, National Funeral Directors Association, and Sigma
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. Billy was proud to be a part of the family business.



He was a wonderful father and grandfather and compassionate friend. He left
us with big shoes to fill and a wonderful legacy. 
He is survived by his children, Bill Kernodle and wife Lee of Olive Branch,
Mississippi, Kay Wittenberg of Metairie, Louisiana, Connie Machado and
husband Ramon of Ridgeland, Mississippi, grandchildren, James Wittenberg,
IV and wife Allison of Texas, Daniel William A. Machado and wife Jacqueline
of Ohio, David Phillip Machado and wife Katie of Alabama, Veronica
Choukalas and husband Pete of Germantown, Victoria Genevieve Kernodle of
Olive Branch, Laura Gore of Florida, 10 great grandchildren, brother, Jere
Kernodle of Wynne, and his special puppy and constant companion, Daisy.
Billy is also survived by his many nieces and nephews that he was extremely
proud of. He was preceded in death by his parents, W. C. and Mickie Jones
Kernodle, wife, Ora Mae “Phillis” Kernodle, sister, Lucile Kernodle McGuire,
and sister-in-law, Camelia Kernodle. 

 Visitation will be held on Friday, November 12, 2021, at Kernodle Funeral
Home from 5 to 7 PM. Funeral services will be on Saturday, November 13,
2021, at 1 PM. Burial in Cogbill Cemetery with military honors. 

 Memorials may be made to the First United Methodist Church in Wynne, P. O.
Box 1007, Wynne, Arkansas 72396 or Dream Flights, 1894 E. William St. 4-
451, Carson City, NV 89701 or dreamflights.org.



Cemetery Details

Cogbill Cemetery

Wynne, AR

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 12. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Kernodle Funeral Home
315-325 E. Union Avenue
Wynne, AR 72396
(870) 238-2323
kernodlefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.kernodlefh.com/

Funeral service

NOV 13. 1:00 PM (CT)

Kernodle Funeral Home
315-325 E. Union Avenue
Wynne, AR 72396
(870) 238-2323
kernodlefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.kernodlefh.com/

mailto:kernodlefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.kernodlefh.com/
mailto:kernodlefuneralhome@gmail.com
https://www.kernodlefh.com/


Interment

NOV 13 (CT)

Cogbill Cemetery
Wynne, AR
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Marcella G Jackson - November 13, 2021 at 02:48 AM

Marcella G Jackson lit a candle in memory of
William Claud Kernodle II

Rick Skillen - November 12, 2021 at 04:56 PM

My heart goes out to the family in this time of loss. He & family were
& are a big part of the Wynne community. Let peace abide.

November 12, 2021 at 03:32 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
William Claud Kernodle II.

November 12, 2021 at 11:03 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of William Claud Kernodle II.

https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mike and Judy Bowes - November 12, 2021 at 10:47 AM

Mike and Judy Bowes purchased the Country Ba
sket Blooms for the family of William Claud
Kernodle II.

Madison County Library System - November 12, 2021 at 10:27
AM

Madison County Library System purchased the E
merald Garden Basket for the family of William
Claud Kernodle II.

November 12, 2021 at 09:48 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William Claud Kernodle II.

carolyn minton - November 12, 2021 at 09:47 AM

I lost my sister in 1980. At the cemetery I was so upset, mr. Bill
grabbed me, wrapped his arms around me, and walked me to the
car. I never forgot his act of kindness that day.

https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 12, 2021 at 12:53 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William Claud Kernodle II.

November 11, 2021 at 08:15 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William Claud Kernodle II.

https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kernodlefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

